Neurovisceral ceroid-lipofuscinosis in blind Devon cattle.
Ten Devon cattle from a single property were affected with blindness from 14 months of age. Severe retinal degeneration progressing to atrophy was associated with widespread intracellular accumulation of pigment in the retinal ganglion cells, central nervous system and major organs. The pigment was consistent with ceroid-lipofuscin granules on histological, histochemical and ultrastructural examination. Although a familial relationship existed between affected individuals, a pattern of inheritance could not be established by examination of available breeding records. The disease is compared to similar disorders reported in man and other species.